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Ashden Awards 2011: UK winners announced 
Tonight (16 June) at the Royal Geographical Society, London, pioneers of low carbon energy in the UK were recognised at the 11th annual Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy, the world’s leading green energy awards.

Five ground-breaking initiatives from across the UK received their awards from Grand Designs presenter, Kevin McCloud and were presented with £10,000 to be spent on expanding their sustainable energy work.  The winners were: The Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), Powys, Wales, Midlands Wood Fuel Ltd, Shrewsbury, Severn Wye Energy Agency (SWEA), Gloucestershire and Transition Town Totnes, Devon.

The overall UK Gold Award winner which received £20,000 is Hampshire-based housing association, Radian for their outstanding achievements in retrofitting hard-to-treat homes to save energy and building new homes to high environmental standards. 

The Ashden Awards showcase practical solutions to combat climate change, rewarding outstanding and innovative low-carbon schemes in the UK and developing countries. Speaking about the Ashden Awards, Kevin McCloud said: “The Ashden Awards are vital because they bring to light such unusual, brilliant and undersung projects that deserve to be better recognised.  The winners are all marked by ingenuity and originality.”  

Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards, said: “To transform the UK into a low-carbon nation we need vision, infrastructure, and investment. This year’s winners are all innovators in their fields and they show that this transformation is possible. They are cutting CO2 emissions by retrofitting homes, replacing fossil fuels with green energy, equipping a green workforce for the future and enlightening people about day-to-day energy saving in their homes and communities. The challenge is now to step up our game, and replicate solutions like these in every corner of the country, to create a better future for us all.”
The 2011 UK winners are:

UK Gold Award winner: Radian, Eastleigh, Hampshire

This housing association is leading the way in retrofitting hard-to-treat homes and building eco homes that far exceed the current minimum standards for energy efficiency; consequently nearly 44,000 residents are enjoying the benefits of lower fuel bills and cosier homes.
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), Powys, Wales  

This world-leading centre for practical learning on sustainable energy is training thousands of people a year in renewable energy technologies, green building and low carbon living to spread the skills and know-how the UK needs to move towards a low carbon economy.  

Midlands Wood Fuel Ltd, Shrewsbury 

This fast-growing business is quickly expanding the use of wood fuel in the Midlands and beyond; it has created rigorous quality control and tracking systems to ensure the wood supply is high quality and reliable, thereby offering a viable heating alternative to gas or oil.

Severn Wye Energy Agency (SWEA), Gloucestershire
This agency runs an innovative programme in secondary schools called ‘Young Energy People’ (YEP!) that is building young people’s vocational skills, and inspiring them to become dedicated energy-savers through training and practical experience in energy management. 

Transition Together, Transition Town Totnes, Devon 
Is a community scheme led by Transition Town Totnes that encourages groups of neighbours in the town to embark on a low-carbon path together, through actions that save money and carbon. 

After meeting all the award-winners earlier in the day at Clarence House, HRH The Prince of Wales who is Patron of the Ashden Awards, said: 

“The Ashden Awards show what it is possible to do now in saving resources and cutting emissions. They remind us how, as individuals, we can make a huge difference to the world in which we live.  In a nutshell, they remind us that acting locally is, in fact, acting globally.”
 
ENDS

For further information on the 2011 Ashden Awards UK winners and to schedule interviews, contact Kathryn Selley or Rachael Whitson: T: 01392 680740; E: kathryn@absoluteprandmarketing.com or rachael@absoluteprandmarketing.com
Notes to editors

1. The Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy were set up in 2001 to champion practical, local energy solutions that cut carbon, protect the environment, reduce poverty and improve people’s lives. Since then they have rewarded and supported more than 120 winners across the UK and the developing world. For further information, including photos, films, and case studies on past winners, go to www.ashdenawards.org  

2. The following awards were presented at the ceremony on 16 June 2011: 

· Five UK awards 

· UK Gold Award 

· Five International awards 

· International Gold Award

See www.ashdenawards.org for further details.

3. Information about each winner and full case studies can be downloaded on the website via the following links:

· CAT - www.ashdenawards.org/winners/CAT11 
· Midlands Wood Fuel - www.ashdenawards.org/winners/MWF11  
· Radian - www.ashdenawards.org/winners/Radian11  
· SWEA - www.ashdenawards.org/winners/SWEA11
· Transition Town Totnes - www.ashdenawards.org/winners/TTT11 
4. High-resolution images from the awards ceremony can be downloaded online: http://www.ashdenawards.org/media/photos/2011_ceremony
5. Photos of HRH The Prince of Wales meeting the winners at Clarence House are available:

www.ashdenawards.org/media/photos/2011_HRH
6. The keynote speech at the awards ceremony was given by Greg Barker, Minister of State for Energy and Climate Change.

