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World’s leading green energy awards announce 2011 winners 
Winners personally congratulated by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales.

London - 16 June 2011- Winners of the world’s most prestigious green energy awards – the Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy – were tonight announced at VIP ceremony in London addressed by Greg Barker, UK Government Minister for Climate Change.

Four international winners and a Gold Award winner were awarded £120,000 prize money to be spent on expanding their pioneering work in benefitting communities across the globe and saving thousands of tonnes of CO2 through the innovative use of clean energy technologies. Runners-up were awarded £6,000 in cash prizes. 
The Prince of Wales, Patron of the Ashden Awards, who personally congratulated the international winners in a meeting earlier today, said:  “The Ashden Awards show what it is possible to do now in saving resources and cutting emissions. They remind us how, as individuals, we can make a huge difference to the world in which we live.  In a nutshell, they remind us that acting locally is, in fact, acting globally.”
(Download photos: www.ashdenawards.org/media/photos/2011_HRH)
The Ashden Awards showcase practical solutions to combat climate change and meet the energy needs of the poor, rewarding outstanding and innovative clean energy schemes across the developing world and in the UK. From the production of biomass pellets from crop waste to replace coal in India to the provision of a range of solar-powered products to off-grid communities in Africa, this years winners prove that it is possible to meet the energy needs of the poor in a way that radically improves lives, drives economic growth, cuts CO2 emissions and saves trees.

Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards said: "Our dream is a world where access to clean, affordable electricity and fuel can be enjoyed by the poor, transforming living standards, reducing CO2 emissions and easing the pressure on our dwindling forests. The 2011 Ashden Award winners are making this vision a reality, and their potential for expansion and replication is high. It is our sincere hope that others are inspired to enable their growth and follow their lead”.
International 2011 Gold Award winner:

Toyola Energy Ltd. from Ghana is the winner of the coveted Gold Award (£40,000), selected for its success in making over 150,000 efficient charcoal stoves accessible to low-income families (see below for detailed summary). 
Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards and chair of the judging panel said: “Toyola Energy Ltd. has taken a simple stove technology, adapted it to make it more robust and efficient and then focused its efforts on making this stove technology accessible to the poor so that they can save money and have cleaner, healthier environments to cook in.  In the meantime Ghana’s forests are protected and greenhouse emissions reduced. This is a perfect example of how much can be achieved through the use of simple, clean energy technologies and clever, pro-poor marketing strategies”. 
International 2011 winners: 

Abellon CleanEnergy Ltd, Gujarat, India (£20,000) selected for producing biomass pellets from crop waste to fuel Gujarat’s industries and for giving farmers a market for their waste products (see below for project summary). 
Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards and chair of the judging panel said: “Abellon has devised a system that relies on a local, clean source of energy to reduce CO2 by replacing dirty industrial fuels, drive economic growth, improve crop yields and support farmers. This is a showcase example of how the use of local, clean energy can provide effective and commercially viable solutions to local challenges. We hope others can learn from this exciting and successful initiative”.
The Aga Khan Planning and Building Service, Pakistan (AKPBS, P) (£20,000) selected for helping families in remote mountain villages save energy and enjoy warmer and more comfortable homes by installing a range of energy-efficient products (see below for project summary). 
Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director and chair of the judging panel said: “The initiative of AKPBS.P is a perfect example of how by combining a seemingly simple set of energy – efficient technologies with a clear and well thought out marketing strategy, it is possible to improve the lives of thousands of families and successfully tackle the major challenges of deforestation and climate change. And the good news is that it is highly replicable”.

Husk Power Systems, Bihar, India (£20,000) selected for connecting remote villages in Bihar to a clean, reliable electricity supply, which provides better light, harnesses a widespread waste product – rice husks - and costs less than alternatives (see below for project summary). 

Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards and chair of the judging panel said: “Husk Power has combined personal passion and commitment with technological know-how and entrepreneurial drive to create a fast –growing local-grid electricity company that should be an inspiration to all those who are trying to develop ways to provide energy to the poor in a way that is affordable and sustainable.”

ToughStuff International, Africa and UK (£20,000), selected for manufacturing and marketing of a range of low-cost and robust solar products to off-grid communities mainly in Kenya and Madagascar (see below for project summary). 

Sarah Butler-Sloss, Founder Director of the Ashden Awards and chair of the judging panel said: “ToughStuff’s dynamism, ambition and commitment to local solar energy as a key solution to meeting the energy needs of the poor, is something we want to see replicated across the globe. Not only do they have vision and a commitment to rolling out clean technologies to the poor, they also have an extremely effective and successful marketing strategy, which means they are well placed to realise their ambitious targets”. 
Runners – up

AJDR Cooperative, Rwanda was awarded a runner-up prize of £3,000 for helping street kids and unemployed youth earn an income by making fuel-efficient charcoal-burning stoves from scrap metal, heat retaining insulated baskets and wood burning rocket stoves. 
Nuru East Africa Ltd, Rwanda was awarded a runner-up prize of £1,500 for finding a new way to provide affordable lighting in rural areas using LED rechargeable lamps that sell for only US$5. 
Ugastove Ltd. Uganda was awarded a runner-up prize of £1,500 for making fuel-efficient charcoal and wood stoves for homes, schools and businesses, which sell for as little as US$7 and for making the stoves accessible to the poor.
See below for project summaries of  all international winners work
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For further information or to schedule interviews, contact Carla Jones : T + 44 (0)20 7410  7068; M + 44 (0)7910054447; E carla.jones@ashdenawards.org
Download case study on Abellon Clean Energy Ltd: www.ashdenawards.org/winners/Abellon11 
Download case study on Husk Power Systems: www.ashdenawards.org/winners/Husk11 
Download photos of winners work: www.ashdenawards.org/media/international_photos/2011_finalists 

Download photos of the Award ceremony: www.ashdenawards.org/media/photos/2011_ceremony
Download photos of HRH Prince of Wales: www.ashdenawards.org/media/photos/2011_HRH
The Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy were founded in 2001 to encourage the greater use of local clean energy to address climate change and alleviate poverty. Since then they have rewarded over 120 winners across the UK and the developing world. The Ashden Awards work to show-case and celebrate best practice, encourage the expansion and replication of winners’ work, raise awareness of the potential of local sustainable energy, and advocate on their winners’ behalf. For further information, including photos, films, and case studies on past winners, go to http://www.ashdenawards.org. The Ashden Awards Patron is HRH The Prince of Wales.

To read live comment on the Awards Ceremony and conference and for other news go to Twitter: http://twitter.com/ashdenawards  Facebook: http://bit.ly/9GKbIM Blog: http://www.ashdenawards.org/blog/latest.

International winners – project summaries:

Toyola Energy Ltd., Ghana  (Gold Award winner)

By cutting the use of charcoal by around a third, Toyola’s stoves save trees, reduce carbon emissions and allow families to make considerable savings. They are also easy to cook with and are far less smoky than the traditional charcoal stoves that can cause breathing difficulties and, often, severe eye irritation over time. There is also 90% less chance of accidental burns when using a Toyola stove as compared to traditional stoves. 

By allowing the customers to buy the stoves on credit and use the money saved on charcoal to make repayments, Toyola ensures that the stoves are accessible to the poor:  As one user puts it: “When I got the stove I was given this money box and every day I would put money in. When I eventually removed the money I had enough for the stove.” Josephine Adjololo 

In a country where most urban households spend a significant proportion of their household income cooking on inefficient and polluting charcoal stoves. Toyola’s success is significant. Toyola’s stoves are currently saving around 26,000 tonnes of charcoal a year - a tangible success given that charcoal comes largely from unsustainable sources. 

The levels of CO2 reductions achieved - around 150,000 tonnes a year – has attracted the attention of Goldman Sachs who now buys Toyola’s carbon offsets and sells them on the global market. Toyola has just opened a production centre in Togo and plans to open more centres in Benin and Sierra Leone in the next two years, stepping up sales to a further 140,000 stoves by 2013. 

Toyola’s award is supported by Christian Aid

Abellon Clean Energy Ltd., Gujarat, India
By turning crop waste and sawdust into pellets that fuel the boilers of 14 industrial clients, Abellon is succeeding in its mission to reduce both carbon emissions and the volumes of black smoke that is spewed out daily by industry in Gujarat.  By replacing coal and lignite, which are high-carbon and polluting, Abellon has so far cut CO2 emissions by around 110,000 tonnes a year and provided factory workers with a cleaner, healthier environment to work in. As one customer put it: “We used to use lignite and in terms of personal hygiene it wasn’t good. But now we go home, we don’t feel dirty, we feel free.” Mr. D.D Mistry, General Manager, Claris. 
Gujarat’s farmers, who have been plagued by erratic rainfall and increased soil salinity are also helped by Abellon, which not only provides 8,500 of them with extra income for their crop residues, but has also set up an NGO – Poornakumbha – to advise them on how to increase crop yields through sustainable practices:  “Our aim isn’t just to make the farmers richer by selling biomass, but to make them richer by improving agricultural practices” Ganeshbai Patel, Poornakumbha trainer.

Abellon currently produces over 65,000 tonnes of biomass pellets a year and aims to open two more pellet plants in Gujarat in the next five years, trebling its production, and expanding operations into international markets.

The Aga Khan Planning and Building Service, Pakistan (AKPBS, P) 
AKPBS, P’s products—fuel-efficient stoves with chimneys to remove smoke, water heaters, roof-hatch windows to cut down draughts and wall and floor insulation—are built by local carpenters and metal workers and then sold to local families by village-based agents.  Not only do they make the homes warmer, cleaner and less smoky, they also help families save hundreds of dollars a year by reducing the need for wood fuel. 

Homes in the Hindu Kush and Karakoram mountains are cold in the harsh winters and very smoky due the large amounts of wood used for heating and cooking.  Deforestation is also a major issue, both at a local level, due to the dangers of flooding, and nationally, because the region is the watershed for much of the country. 

AKPBS,P developed its programme as a way of tackling some of these major environmental challenges and in order to improve conditions for people living in the region. The programme directly tackles deforestation and climate change, saving 100,000 tonnes of wood a year and preventing emissions of around 160,000 tonnes of CO2 annually. Over 240,000 lives have been transformed by the efforts of AKPBS,P which is inspired by the philosophy of His Highness the Aga Khan that “a proper home can bridge that terrible gap between poverty and a better future”.

“For a working woman like me it’s great. I can go to the market in the morning and there is hot water when I get back. It means I can spend more time on farming and looking after my children”, said Bibi Safina, a local woman who has benefitted from the programme,

AKPBS,P aims to extend this approach to other Himalayan countries facing similar challenges and aims to reach another 17,000 homes by 2014.
Aga Khan’s Award is supported by The Waterloo Foundation

Husk Power Systems, Bihar, India
Husk Power has already built 65 plants that generate electricity from gas produced by rice husks and other biomass waste. The electricity is then distributed via Husk Power’s local grids, to around 180,000 off-grid villagers. The electricity generated is cheaper, more reliable and cleaner than alternatives and it also cuts greenhouse emissions by over 8,000 tonnes of CO2 by replacing kerosene - widely used as a source of light in rural Bihar. Villagers that are not yet connected to Husk Power’s local grids are clamouring to join. As one farmer said: “women aren’t interested in men from our village any more: there will be no more marriages until we get our Husk Power plant”. Luckily for such villagers, the company is growing rapidly, aiming for over 2,000 plants in operation by the end of 2014. 

Husk Power is a social enterprise that goes beyond simply supplying electricity. In the words of the founder, Gaynesh Pandey: “ We have set up training programmes that takes people from rural areas without education and converts them into skilled workers.” 

Husk Power’s award is supported by NTR Foundation.
ToughStuff International, Africa and UK
ToughStuff solar products have brought the benefits of electric light, mobile phone charging and radio to poor households in rural Africa who had previously relied on kerosene for their lighting needs, which is costly, toxic and a fire hazard. 

In Kenya, where 600 million people are reliant on kerosene and 94% of rural villagers lack access to grid electricity, the impact of ToughStuff’s products has been almost revolutionary. Customers now have more reliable lighting and save money otherwise spent on kerosene and phone charging. They also save time by charging their phones locally instead of walking for miles.
Through its ‘Business in a Box’ scheme, ToughStuff is helping around 250 rural entrepreneurs to start businesses, selling products, renting lights, or charging phones. And business is thriving. In the words of one ToughStuff entrepreneur: “I’m very happy with these products. Before I had to pay my first loan installment,.I found that I already had earned more than I needed to pay, and I liked that.” Yankusu Longonyo.
ToughStuff has so far sold 140,000 PV modules and around 740,000 people are enjoying the advantages. Its’ aims is to reach 33 million people by 2015 through its regional offices in Nairobi, Lagos and Johannesburg. ToughStuff also works with humanitarian relief agencies to bring solar lighting to people living in disaster zones in Haiti and Pakistan.
ToughStuff’s award is supported by Citi
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