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David Cameron speech 

Address to the Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy, Royal Geographical Society.

15 June 2006

It is great to be here, amongst this inspiring set of environmental entrepreneurs winning prizes in an inspired awards ceremony.

I want to make three simple points.

The first is a value that informs my whole approach to politics - we’re all in this together.

There isn’t a single problem or challenge that isn’t best addressed by accepting our shared responsibility. Individuals.  Parents. Families.  Business. Local and Central Government.

Nowhere is this more true that in the battle against climate change

One of the most encouraging things about politics today is that people are waking up to the reality of climate change and the urgent need to tackle it.

As leader of the Opposition I have no power to pass laws but there are some things I can do.

I have the opportunity to raise awareness and I’ve tried to do that on environmental issues.

I can stimulate debate but it’s a real privilege to be able to reward people who are making a difference on the ground.

The Ashden Awards do a huge amount of good by encouraging local sustainable energy solutions.

Not just by offering financial assistance to outstanding projects but by publicising them and encouraging others to follow. 

The second thing I want to say is this: caring for our environment and building a sustainable future needn’t involve wearing a hair shirt.

It is an exciting and challenging agenda.

When I think about climate change and our response to it, I don't think of doom and gloom, costs and sacrifice.

I think of a cleaner, greener world for our children to enjoy and inherit.

I think of the almost unlimited power of innovation, the new technologies, the new products and services, and the progress they can bring for our planet and all mankind.

The third point is about the future of producing, distributing and conserving energy.

There are two models for the future of energy.

One of them is an old fashioned, Whitehall directed, top down approach that seeks to pick a technology that will provide for our needs for decades to come through a central grid.

The other is a smarter, localised, bottom up approach that allows different technologies to thrive in a web of interconnectivity.

Politicians don’t have a crystal ball into the future.

That’s why I’m amazed at the way the Prime Minister has been behaving over the Energy Review.

It’s not a question of being pro or anti nuclear.

But Mr Blair seems to have simply got out of bed and decided to prejudge his own review by going hell for leather for nuclear power.

This isn’t the way to conduct a debate that is vital for all our futures.

Next month, we, like the government, will make our views clear.

But I can say one thing in advance. 

We are committed to reducing carbon emissions, and we are committed to ensuring that Britain has a secure supply of electricity.

We will set a market framework that guarantees reduced carbon emissions and guarantees security of supply. 

What we will not do is to pretend that politicians can choose technologies or pick winners. 

Fuel prices are rising and climate change is accelerating.

Any serious long term solution requires a significant increase in the use of sustainable energy.

That means working at a local level.

We need our schools, our offices and our homes to run on an entirely different basis.

People need to see the connection between the production of energy and its consumption.

As leader of the Conservative Party I encouraged our councillors to fight the recent local elections on a ‘Vote Blue, Go Green’ platform.

That’s not just a slogan – it’s a call to action.

I’ve made it clear that I expect Tory councils to do everything they can to integrate environmental good practice into the way they run themselves.

For example, Woking, a local authority that for the past few years has introduced integrated micro-generation solutions using a combination of solar, Combined Heat and Power and fuel cell technologies.

All this in spite of government limits on private wires and an inflexible regulatory regime.

Local government has a key role to play and I’m delighted that councils like Kirklees and Barnsley are among this years finalists.

National government, too, could do much more.

There’s a scandalous lack of micro-generation across the whole government estate

Whitehall itself is a micro-renewables free zone although 77 per cent of London’s dioxide comes from buildings.

Schools. Hospitals. Government agencies. Even the armed forces.

Can you imagine what a shot in the arm it would be if they all moved over to sustainable energy?

This shouldn’t be a party political issue.

By taking a lead I’m hoping to create a green version of the arms race whereby parties outbid each other with environmentally friendly policies!

Tonight we’re celebrating some really excellent, innovative projects both here in the UK and throughout the world.

From providing heat-saving insulation to old folk in thousands of houses to using pig waste to give energy to rural communities.

From utilising waste wood as fuel to harnessing solar power to provide energy to thousands of home.

Every single finalist deserves an award.

They are an inspiration.
There’s so much more that all of us can do.

It’s about educating ourselves, step by step, on how we can do the right thing.

And integrating environmentally practices into our work and our lives.

It’s about holding each other to account for the choices we make.

And making sure that the biggest consumers of energy and producers of waste truly understand their responsibilities to the planet.

The people and projects we are celebrating today are pioneers in a global quest to save us from the consequences of our own actions.

But rather than pointing the finger at past mistakes, they are leading the way into a better future and, for that, we salute them.
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